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OUR WORK. 


K c T-)rawintr gave a lesson on the effect of the 

Miss Sumner, who teaches Ora contrasting by means of some 

■different materials which the ^^^ious processes of wood 

two dozen photographs an g carving, carving in stone, 

engraving, etching, j ’pencil and crayon, and charcoal- 

w-ater colour, oil ^ studeL to examine works of art with 

The lesson was such as to p improve them in the art of 

greater pleasure aodintell^enw draw without being 

drawing. “'y J'’' “fj “ and the students can learn from 

shown how to appreciate works o » 

Miss Sumner both branches of art instruction. , .1, , • i c* u 

The lessons in French and German were given with a skill which English 

students can only envy without hoping to attain. . . , c 

The Physical Exercises were of two kinds; one set is given by Sergeant 
Thomas, and includes marching, the use of the dumb bell ; the other set 
was that which has been taught to the House of Education by Miss 
Parke, which aims at grace of movement as well as muscular 
development. Both sets of Exercises have special advantages and 
supplement each other. The students also play Hockey and accustom 
themselves to take long walks. 

Miss Hodgson has been in charge of the Nature Studies and the 
Manual Training. Tne Nature Note Books contained interesting records 
of the results of excursions for the study of natural history, flowers, trees, 
and the like, and the notes were illustrated by coloured sketches of the 
objects recorded. 

During the year a Botanical Garden has been arranged to illustrate the 
natural orders of plants. This most interesting addition to the Nature 
Work has been organized and superintended by the Rev, W. Tuckwell. 

The Handwork has reached a high degree of finish, besides including a 
considerable variety of occupations, among which are leatherwork, basket- 
work, w^eaving, carving, needlework, embroidery, and fine knitting. The 
basis of accurate work is provided for by practice in Cardboard-Sloyd, 
which, besides forming an excellent training in exactness, leads up to the 
construction of very useful articles, as well as to Bookbinding. 

The students will be able to assist children in their play as well as in 
whirVi provide attractive and useful occupations for hours 

nts^ Finh"" excessive reading, or even mischief. 

tobede ^ 

in^he'^ractising\”cLil^^^^^ children 

of instructing children from thrfirs"t^ examples of excellent methods 
Much attention is naid tn iV, k '’“^’™ents to more advanced studies. 

•» Reading, Ari.hm'i.ic, and UnTuaT/s^ "oirof Th"® 

T„Vo“Lii::“' 

of the House of EducatioTlre'^'^ ‘^at the spirit and life 

how to give their lessons in the students learn 

have a practical end namelv tn tP u ways. All their studies 

their scholars with sensible, useful and Jt^ 

e. useiul and attractive studies and pursuits. 

(^Ignedj T. G. Rooper, M A., H.M . 


BOOKS. 

The Gathering of Brother Hilarius, by Michael Fairless (Murray, 
2/6). We have recently had occasion to mention the death of Michael 
Failless. The appearance of Brother Hilar ius will give our readers 
further reason to be sorry. It is a prose idyll of singular grace and charm, 
and also full of the penetrating power, the intimate touch with life, which 
is the distinction of the author. This vital quality shews itself in the 
intense human interest of a story which on the face of it should depend 
for its charm upon any quality save this, for it is the story of a Religious 
from his noviciate to his death. The setting is the England of the 
Plantagenets, when the Black Death raged, and only the careful reader 
will perceive the care given to verify the details of time and place which, 
unobtrusive as they are, make every page alive with the life of the past. 
When you close the book you feel you have walked in pleasant places, and 
that it was good to be there. 

Barbara TVest^ by Keighley Snowdone (John Long, 6/-). This is a 
remarkable book, written with a certain incisive quality that reminds one 
a little of Charlotte Bronte, all the more so that it deals with Yorkshire 
life. All the trivial incidents, and all the incidents are trivial, are told 
with such clear biting power that they are as important for the moment to 
the reader as to the actor, and this quality we think it is which carries a 
vague reminder of Charlotte Bronte. Barbara West is a novel with 
a purpose. The author would have young people instructed that to marry 
and bring up children is not a personal gratification only, but a duty to the 
world. We are not sure how far books with a purpose of this kind answer 
their end, and we think that emotional reading is distinctly unwholesome 
however delicately done and well intended. 

John Ruskin, by Mrs. Meynell (Blackwood, 2/6). Messrs. Blackwood 
have done well to invite Mrs. Meynell to write this monograph of John 
Ruskin. An exquisite writer herself, she is the better able to appreciate 
that quality of Mr. Ruskin’s which we venture to call “ exquisiteness,” t e., 
the power of so precisely touching the thing with the right word, that the 
reader experiences a sudden sense of joy. This quality we think rs. 
Meynell has in common with Ruskin. if in a less degree. Sometimes the 
impact appears in a startling phrase like this, “ him who did more t an 
any other to disorganise the English language that is. Gibbon. ome 
times in nice discrimination as in “assuredly literature is a question, 
recognition, a consultation, an evocation to the reader’s spirit 1 his is not 
the book of a disciple. Mrs. Meynell protests against the hard 

dealt to “the tender Rembrandt,” but again she rejoices in the delica e 

appreciation of Veronese. The writer takes a malicious yet J > 

running down many of Mr. Ruskin s sweeping assertions . .j 

parallels and breathless paradoxes, but bow she 

“ felicity of word.” Mrs. Meynell does not hesitate to point 

but the sum of all is that John Ruskin was “ one of the greatest of great 

Kye...tness : Tke Struggle ^n f ^y ; Lm^smanJ 
(Blackwood, 6/-). We owe a great deal 10 this ^^ye-wi tnes^ ^arspeak 
not make war by deputy ; the personality of the ation (1 
of a collective personality) is involved in the great strugg g g 
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the 


P.R.” LETTER BAL. 


“ u ,.c tn know as fairly and simply as we 

South Africa, and it spectacle which “Linesman" puts 

can what is going: on. It s appears to have lost 

before us, not the least P"', „„ „ackh^^g and hewing, no 

the element of persona savagery 

«;;3hrp cuts no dead shots, haidly a vi y a 

hat'nci meet to valour which comes of a rush upon the enemy and yet 
hfcoumge, fortitude, patience, kindliness and good temper of the army, 
indeed, wfmight say of both contending atmies " Linesman ,s a generous 
enemy) are matters for our wonder. Ihe early chapters are harrowing 
reading, notwithstanding the becoming reticence of the author, and 
throughout there is a feelwg of the tremendous seriousness of war ; and 
we get a dim perception of the fact that multitudes of men, many of them 
commonplace enough at home, have embraced the heroic good with 
more or less consciousness and are giving their lives for the rest of us. It 
is a sobering thought and should lead us all to purer national purposes 
and simpler individual lives. 

The Works of Goldsmith ("Macmillan & Co., 3/6). We congratulate 
Messrs. Macmillan on the admirable edition of the works of Oliver 
Goldsmith in their library of English Classics. It is something to be 
tempted, by an open page and capital type, to read once more The Vicar 
of Wakefield, She Sloops to Conquer, the clinging cadences of The 
Deserted Village, Mr. Alfred Pollard writes the bibliographical note in 
which he justifies what seems to us his wise selection. 


We think the following extract from a correspondent’s paper may 
interest our readers : — 

Mrs. D has at last found a book for Sundays which interests her 
little girl (aged 7). Before, she used to yawn or destroy things about her 
while Bible stories were being read or told to her, but Jesus, the Carpenter 
of azareth, by Robert Biid, fascinates her, and she often begs for it on 
week days Last Sunday she was observed to take up the book and hug it 
and kiss it when the reading was over.’’ 


THK “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

ilhe Edttor ^s not responstble for the oftnions 0/ Correspondents. 
To the Editor of '' Parents' Review." 

Will you kmdly all.w ib. following le„e„obo inserted in flie >- 

n.AR REAMrs^We ^dTnd™f ' RI^VIEW.” 

of .he Union, who live in disunt hor," 

conferences, and who delight in th ® from possible lectures anc 
touch with the best educational thmf It which brings them ii 

to the editor and the able contri^ ‘ are most graiefu 

»< have any of ns s.o“pTd ,o ,h,nk ‘ ’wldll "“h‘ 

w all this has come about 


THE “ P.R.'* LETTER BAG. 


157 


Money is needed to launch every society, every training college, every 
journal. How were ours started? Our fuun ler launched the Union and 
the House of Education without any outside help, but for starting the 
magazine she had to call in the aid of a few friends and well-wishers. 
There is, therefore, another small band of people of whose existence some 
of us were hardly aware, to whom our deep gratitude is due— they are the 
shareholders in the Parents' Review Company, those friends who thirteen 
years ago subscribed money to start the magazine. 

Circumstances have gradually arisen w'hich make it impossible to 
continue the existence of this Company. In order therefore to prevent its 
being sold to any ordinary publishers, and the consequent loss of much 
that we value in tone, etc., the Committee of the P.N.E.U., which includes 
Mr. F. Steinthal (one of the directors of the Parents'' Review Company), 
have decided that it would be to the best interests of the P.N.E.U. that 
The Union, which already publishes and distributes the Parents'' Review, 
should also own it. A fund is therefore being opened to buy up the shares 
of the Company (representing 1,435) and present the magazine to the 
Society. 

Several of the shareholders have generously handed over their shares to 
this fund. Others have not yet been approached, and others are not in a 
position to do this. To refund these latter, about ^^400 will be required, 
and I feel sure that this sum will be easily collected among the 2000 odd 
readers of the Review and members of the P.N.E.U. 

Will every grateful reader send a contribution, however small, to 
Mrs. Stirling, 

The Lodge, 

Ladbroke Road, 

London, W. 

who has kindly offered to act as treasurer to the fund. 

I subjoin the list of contributions already received, and firmly believe 1 
have not appealed in vain. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. Franklin, 

50, Porchester Terrace, W. Hon. Organizing Sec. P.N.E.U. 

LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUND. 

Miss Mason 
F. Steinthal, Esq. 

Mrs. Alfred Booth 
T. G. Roofer, Esq., H.M.I. ... 

Miss F. C. A. Williams 
Miss B. A. Clough 
Rev. Thos. W. Sharpe ... 

Executors of Ed. Balme, Esq. 

E. P. ARNOLD Foster, Esq. ... 

Mrs. Priestman 
Mrs. Winicworth 
Mrs. Howard Glover 

Miss Helen Webb, M.D. 

(P.N.E.U. lecture fees) 
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